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Herseth Meets With Top Air Force Official

News from            Rep. Stephanie Herseth           For Immediate Release           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449

HERSETH            MEETS WITH TOP AIR FORCE OFFICIAL

Discusses            Future of Ellsworth and Sioux Falls Air National Guard

December            7, 2006, Washington, D.C. –             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth met with Air Force Chief of Staff General            Michael Moseley this morning to discuss the future of Ellsworth Air            Force Base and the South Dakota Air National Guard at Joe Foss Field            in Sioux Falls. In particular, Herseth raised issues relating to the            Air Force’s gradual phase out of the F-16 fighter in favor of the F-35            Joint Strike Fighter, which will significantly impact the 114th Fighter            Wing at Joe Foss Field. A Sioux Falls Task Force, similar to the Ellsworth            Task Force, is in the initial stages of development to determine strategy            for the Base going forward. 

Herseth said, “I            raised a number of issues with General Moseley concerning Ellsworth            and Joe Foss Field. As the Air Force continues to transition, we need            to remain vigilant to ensure that we not only continue to solidify the            future of Ellsworth, but also to ask the necessary questions regarding            Joe Foss Field.” 

Herseth noted that            while the transition is ongoing, the F-35 is expected to be widely distributed            starting in 2009. She added, “It’s never too early to lay the groundwork            for the future regarding our military bases.” Herseth also reported            that General Moseley indicated no final decisions have been made regarding            where to locate the F-35s. Additionally, while National Guard bases            located near active duty Air Force bases do bring obvious advantages,            F-35s will be located at stand alone bases like Joe Foss Field. 

Ron Mielke, South            Dakota Air Force Association President, is organizing the Sioux Falls            Task Force. Herseth’s office has been working with Lt. Col. Marshall            Michels and Col. Russ Walz, Commander of the 114th Fighter Wing during            these initial stages to help determine best course of action to ensure            the SD Air National Guard base at Joe Foss Field remains open and is            well-positioned for future BRAC rounds. Herseth said, “In some ways,            we are lucky to be battle-tested, in a sense, from our victory with            Ellsworth. We learned many important lessons in that process, and I            believe we can make a strong argument for Joe Foss Field because of            its cost savings with the regional airport, state-of-the-art facilities,            air space, and high safety rating.”
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